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1 66 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. [Vol. III. 

The United States and the Northeastern Fisheries. A History 
of the Fishery Question, by Charles B. Elliott, LL.B. W. T. Cole 
& Co., The University Press, Minneapolis, 1887. — 151 pp. and map. 

This paper was prepared by the author as part of the work of a can- 
didate for the degree of doctor of philosophy at the University of 
Minnesota, and is one of the most exhaustive articles on the subject that 
has appeared during the recent discussion of this vexed question. The 
author divides his work into three parts. First comes a history of the 
question; then a discussion of the interpretation of the treaty of 18 18 ; 
and at the end is an appendix containing tables of statistics and a map. 

The historical part, beginning with the earliest discoveries of the fish- 
eries, outlines their development and the various treaties of England 
with other powers concerning them, down to the treaty of peace with 
the United States (1783). The author then describes clearly and with 
much detail the subsequent treaties between Great Britain and the 
United States and the diplomatic negotiations relating thereto. The 
principles of international law involved in the interpretation of the treaty 
of 181 8 are set forth by quotations (very neatly knit together) from vari- 
ous writers on public law. Mr. Elliott gives evidence of considerable 
research in the discussion of the question whether the inhibited three 
mile limit means, as the United States claim, three miles from the shore 
following all its sinuosities or, as Great Britain claims, three miles from 
a line drawn from headland to headland; and he makes out a good 
case in favor of the interpretation held by our government. 

The author frequently gives foot-note references to books and papers 
that are far from being original authorities for the statements made in 
the text. For example, on page 35, Mr. Elliott writes : " George III 
urged Shelburne to propose to Louis XVI the denial of the fisheries to 
the Americans," and cites Isham's recent publication — a book which 
does not pretend to reveal for the first time any original evidence on this 
particular point. If Mr. Elliott thought that this statement was not well 
enough known to stand without a citation of authority, it was worse than 
useless for him to cite a book in which the assertion obviously rests on a 
much earlier authority. It seems impossible that Mr. Elliott would have 
us believe that the recent books frequently cited by him to substantiate 
ancient facts represent the limits of his investigation. 

In conclusion Mr. Elliott seems to suggest that it would be best for 
the interests of the United States to stand upon her rights under the 
treaty of 181 8 and leave it to the administration at Washington to pro- 
tect the American fishermen by the enforcement of the retaliatory law 
passed by the forty-ninth Congress (1886-7). 

Thomas D. Rambaut. 



